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LIFE BIBLE STUDY 
Genesis 
When someone mentions the Old Testament, there are likely as many different ideas that come to mind as 
there are people. There are so many characters that it’s hard to nail down what really defines it. Is it Moses? 
Or David? Abraham? Perhaps one of the prophets such as Isaiah or Jeremiah? It’s hard to define the Old 
Testament by one person. It’s even challenging to define it by one overarching event. The flood? The 
Passover? The exile of Israel? One thing is for certain, that none of these characters or events would have 
taken place had there never been a creation event, and Genesis gives us such an event and so much more. 
Genesis gives the origin story for all of creation, as well as the development of the patriarchs, culminating in 
the formation of the nation of Israel. We are also given clues as to why Israel is enemies with certain other 
countries, as well as a global flood story. Genesis is one of the most colorful, adventurous, and downright 
weird books of the Bible. It is also easily one of the most important books of the Bible.


Biblical or Traditional? 
A deep, verse by verse study through the book of Genesis is likely going to raise some questions that will 
challenge some of the traditional teachings that are prevalent in the church today. However, the aim of Bible 
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study is to uncover Biblical ideas, not traditional ones, and often the two are different. As you make your way 
through this study, always be considering what the text says and not what you’ve been taught. Our ultimate 
authority is the Word of God, and it alone. It isn’t uncommon for modern believers to have formed some ideas 
that aren’t as clear in the Scripture as we might think, and so careful examination of the text is paramount. We 
must always be willing to bend our traditional ideas and thoughts around biblical truths, but never the 
opposite.


Authorship 
The accepted authorship of Genesis as well as the remaining first four books of the Old Testament (also 
known as the Torah or Pentateuch) has historically been attributed to Moses, and for good reason. Moses is 
quoted in the New Testament several times. Given that we receive the New Testament as equally God-
breathed (2 Pet. 3:14-16), at least those passages quoted can safely be attributed to Moses. The Jewish 
Talmud also refers to the first five books of the Old Testament as, “the book of Moses.” Given that Genesis is 
clearly meant to be read and interpreted as a part of the whole of the Torah, crediting Moses as the author 
makes a lot of sense. 


On the other hand, Moses’ authorship of Genesis isn’t exactly a slam dunk. There are multiple quotes of 
Moses in the New Testament, but they all come from Exodus through Deuteronomy. Additionally, Genesis 
never actually claims to be written by Moses (nor do any of the books of the Torah for that matter). It is very 
difficult to make an explicit case for Moses’ authorship of the book of Genesis.


The most important question to ask is, does Moses’ authorship really matter in order for Genesis to be 
received by Christians as inspired? After all, the book never claims to be written by Moses, nor does any other 
book of the Bible claim it was written by Moses. The Torah was still received by the Old Testament Jews as 
well as the New Testament Jews and Christians as from God. Often times, more emphasis is put on the 
authorship of a book by modern readers than was ever intended by our ancient ancestors. For what it’s worth, 
the author of this Bible study believes that Moses wrote Genesis and most of the Torah. The end of 
Deuteronomy was likely finished by Joshua after Moses died, and some parts of the Torah are taken from 
other source material of that time. Whether Moses wrote some of, or all of the Torah is irrelevant. It stands, 
regardless of authorship, as an inspired, God-breathed work, and should be regarded and revered as such by 
modern Christians. 


Historical Religious Parallels 
Throughout our study, particularly in the first eleven chapters, we will see how some of the other religions 
have similar accounts for creation and the flood. Being that these were actual events that took place within 
human history, it’s important to acknowledge that even other religions identify them as a part of their narrative. 
This does not reduce the authenticity of Christianity. On the contrary, it actually adds credibility to the claims 
of the Bible. If these events really did happen, we should expect to see them in other places, and we do. This 
study will include looks at these Mesopotamian, Egyptian, and other ancient Near Eastern sources.


Two Different Subjects 
A helpful way to divide our study of Genesis is by thinking of it in two sections: Genesis 1-11, and 12-50. 
Genesis 1-11 deals with creation, the Image of God within humanity, the flood, and the dividing of humanity 
by language groups at Babel (which also subsequently explains the tensions between Israel and the 
surrounding nations). The theme of Genesis 1-11 is man’s more failure and rebellion against God. Genesis 
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12-50, on the other hand, centers itself on the development of the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and 
Joseph. We also find that Jacob is renamed Israel, and his sons become what eventually are known as the 12 
Tribes of Israel. Chapters 12-50 are more narrative in nature, and are significant. Often God describes Himself 
in the Old Testament as, “the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Genesis 12-50 gives 
some context to who these men are and why they matter. The ending of Genesis leads seamlessly to the 
beginning of Exodus, once again indicating that Genesis is meant to be read in the larger context of the Torah. 


Final Thoughts 
There is much more that could be said regarding the study of Genesis. We have a unique perspective on not 
only this book but all of the Old Testament because of where we are situated in redemptive history. The Jews 
received the Old Testament with limited understanding of what God was doing. They did not have the 
indwelling Holy Spirit. They did not know who the Messiah would be. These differences shaped the way they 
understood and interpreted these books, and it should be our goal to understand them in the way that they 
did first. Once we have done that, we can formulate principles based on not only the Old Testament, but also 
the New Testament, and then and only then can we make life applications. Don’t rush to the applications 
before you understand Genesis in its historical context. It is tempting to immediately interpret the Old 
Testament in light of the New, and while this absolutely should be done, it should be done only after 
discovering how the original audience would have likely understood it. Last, but certainly not least, give the 
Holy Spirit an opportunity to speak to you. Bible study is fun, and informative, but should also be life 
transforming. When Jesus prayed in John 17, He said, “Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.” God’s 
Word is not only true, but is capable of changing and transforming us by the renewing of our minds (Rom. 
12:2). Will you let it?
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