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SESSION OBJECTIVE: 
To understand that Jesus’ power helps us be bold.


Be Bold! 
Acts chapter 3:1 through 4:31 chronicles some events featuring the apostle Peter and the apostle John. After 
the Holy Spirit came upon them, they were fully equipped to, “be My witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). We see them demonstrating boldness in three distinct 
manners in this passage outlined below.


BOLD COMPASSION 
The first act of boldness is in compassion. Peter comes across, “a man lame from birth was being carried, 
whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering 
the temple” (Acts 3:2). You can imagine the pressure can’t you? Most people would likely shrug him off, or 
come up with some lame (pun intended) excuse, but that isn’t what Peter did. He responded boldly, “I have no 
silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” 
(Acts 3:6). The ability to heal on demand is one relegated to the office of apostle, but the principle still applies. 
Sometimes God might call you to minister boldly to someone, whether by praying powerfully, or speaking 
compassionate words to them in a specific manner. Jesus’ power helps us be bold in these moments.


BOLD WITNESSING 
Following this radical healing, several others meet Peter and John at Solomon’s Portico, a large area on one 
side of the temple. Peter saw the opportunity to boldly proclaim Christ to them. He shared with them that the 
Messiah was Jesus, and then said: “But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to 
be granted to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses” 
(Acts 3:14-15). After again insisting that Jesus’ is the One responsible for this healing he hits them again with 
some hard truth: “Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out” (Acts 3:19). Sometimes, 
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God may bring you into a scenario where you will be required to boldly proclaim the Gospel, even if it means 
sharing hard truth. Don’t let those opportunities pass you by. Jesus’ power will give you the boldness needed.


BOLD DEFIANCE 
Because of the healing and the subsequent large crowd that had gathered, the religious leaders took notice 
and became annoyed: “And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already 
evening” (Acts 4:3). Consequences sometimes come for bold ministry, but notice that the consequences did 
not stop God from honoring and blessing their efforts either: “But many of those who had heard the word 
believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand.” Even though they paid the price by going 
to jail, God still brought thousands to faith through their bold witness. And their boldness did not end there 
either. They were asked by the chief priests how they were able to heal the man, and Peter’s response, carried 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, confounded the men. They again threatened Peter and John to stop teaching 
about Jesus, to which they replied: “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, 
you must judge, for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:19-20). Sometimes, we 
might be asked to compromise our faith or be silent about what we believe, and we must boldly defy that 
request. It may come with a risk, but the reward will always be greater.


Questions:  
1. Icebreaker: Have you ever been bold for Christ? What was the outcome of that?

2. Why is it important for the kids to learn this lesson? 

3. How do you think Peter felt as he was doing the things? Nervous? Excited? Both?

4. Have you ever paid the price for being bold for Jesus? If so, how?


MEMORY VERSE: ISAIAH 40:29 
“He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength.”
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